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...eliminate poverty 
through education 
one student at a time



A letter from our 
Board of Directors

In 2015, AkarakA delivered again on our mission to “Eliminate poverty through education, 
one student at a time”. 83 of our students graduated during the year, of which 68 have found 
appropriate jobs.  We also saw significant impact by the graduates of 2014, who through their 
empowering jobs, have had strong positive impact on their families income and well-being.  

83 of our students graduated during the year

68 of them are now employed

 
Their story, like that of Lee Pan Liang, and Desiree Ooi captured in our Singapore Impact 
Report of September 2015, is what drives our individual donors and corporate partners in 
lending their financial support to our cause. The board, on behalf of our beneficiary students, 
express our gratitude for your generosity and kindness.  We count on your continued support 
as we write more stories of success for those who otherwise may not have the opportunity to 
break-through the poverty line.
 
Our work is anchored by the tireless effort of volunteers, majority of whom have corporate 
jobs. From running our operations to fund-raising and mentoring students to ensure they 
succeed all the way - several hundred hours of hard work at no cost to the organization, and 
all in support of those much less privileged - you are all very special and amazing human 
beings. Thank you all for your dedication. 
 
Finally, in 2015 we awarded significantly fewer scholarships than the year before, a reflection 
of the level of new funding that we were able to generate. We urge you to help us spread 
the word. Help us change the world, at least for one more student and their family. Help us 
to invest in these young, talented, determined students who will have the capacity to change 
our world.  

 
Education, the gift that lasts for generations. 

“Education is the most powerful wearpon which you can use to change the world”
Nelson Mandela

Mission
To help underprivileged young adults receive 
a higher education through the financial 
support of individuals and corporations.

Krishna was reffered to our scholarship program by partner, The Monark 
Foundation.  She and three younger siblings were adopted by her uncle and 
aunt after their parents passed away when she was in high school.

changing
lives/manila

6 years

324 scholarships

193 graduates



Cambodia
Population 15 million
2 out of every 10 

Cambodians survive on less than 
$2.30 per day

Cambodia is a country in transition, still 
desperately striving to pull itself out of 
poverty.  We work with academic partner,   
Institute of Technology of Cambodia, in 
Phnom Penh to identify students viable 
for scholarships.  The sponsored students 

primarily study courses to acheive much 
needed industry skills in engineering 
related subjects such as; Rural Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering, Electrical 
Engineering and Civil Engineering.

64 scholarships awarded (since 2012)

38 existing students
19 graduates

We added 15 new 
students in 2015

10 of our scholars 
graduated in 2015 2015

Culinary	Arts	
16%	

Engineering	
36%	

Mechanical	
Engineering	

36%	

Electrician	
12%	

Akaraka Scholars attending a celebratory graduation lunch in Phnom Penh

August, 2015

Our presence in Cambodia

What are our students 
    studying?

16%
Food and 
Chemical 
Processing

(since 2012)



Singapore

Our presence in Singapore
In Singapore we currently support 13 students, 
with the majority studying business, marketing, 
research and accounting.  

On graduation students have moved onto 
careers in their field of study.

media training/career advice 

with Bloomberg
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Scholarships awarded 
(since 2010)

42

13
Current students

IMPACT REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2015
Spotlight on Singapore

Thirty-eight bright young students from 
underprivileged backgrounds have received 
scholarships to pursue tertiary education in 
different institutions. With your help we
support them as they continue their studies 
and their journey to success. 

www.akaraka.org.sg

Learn More
For more information about our 
programs and partners, and interviews 
with scholars in Singapore, read our 
September 2015 Impact Report.

Available to read online or download.

10
Graduates in 2015

      /partners
We work closely with the following partners in Singapore to identify 

students who are academically gifted, but financially struggling to 
continue onto higher education.

• Muhammadiyah Welfare Home
• Jamiyah International College

• Ministry of Social and Family
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic

• Republic Polytechnic

Business	
18%	

Accoun.ng	
18%	

Marke.ng/	
Consumer	
Research	
29%	

Culinary	Arts	
23%	 Law	

6%	

Engineering	
6%	

Other	
12%	

• Boy’s Town
• Yong-En Care Centre

https://issuu.com/akaraka/docs/sg_impact_report_sep2015_for_issuu
http://akaraka.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/SGImpact-Report-SEP2015.pdf


Teaching	
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I.T.	
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Math/
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Philippines
Presence  
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63 of our 
scholars 

graduated in 
2015

2015

221 scholarships awarded (since 2010)

52 existing students
148 graduates

We added 
12 

new students 
in 2015

IMPACT REPORT 
MARCH 2016
Spotlight on Manila

Since 2010 we have awarded 214 scholarships 
in the Metro Manila area to academically gifted  
students who are financially challenged.

AkarakA scholarships help these students forge 
a path towards a viable professional career, in 
turn they are able to better support their family, 
and help to break the cycle of poverty.

www.akaraka.org.sg

Learn More
For more information about our 
programs and partners, and interviews 
with scholars in the Philppines, read 
our March 2016 Impact Report.

Available to read online or download.

What are our students studying?

We currently support 52 scholarships in the Philippines, working in conjunction with long-term 
partners in the region.

We sponsor 28 students at De La Salle University, in Manila, who are generally on academic 
scholarships through the university, and use their AkarakA scholarship to fund living costs, 
transportation, and materials necessary to their studies.  80% of our De La Salle students are 
supported by scholarships from Caterpillar (insert logo), and are predominantly studying business 
and information technology related courses.  

Over 90% of former AkarakA scholars who have graduated De La Salle, are 
gainfully employed, finding positions with global banking powerhouses; 

Citibank, American Express, Bank of Phlippines & Bank of China, in 
Information Technology with Samsung, McDonalds and Accenture, 

and in Design and Human Resources with various multi-nationals.

At MFI in Manila and  Lihuk Panaghiusa in Cebu most current and 
former students actively study work skills related to the heavy 
machinery industry, in both Industrial administration and machine 
servicing or engineering.  These students are actively sought 
out for their skills, and find work non this industry easily after 
graduation.

Our partnership with Resources for the Blind supports 7 
students in Manila.  These students have faced incredible 
challenges, continuing their education with incredible 
determination despite adversity.  Most of them have a deep 
desire to give back, with over 50% studying education, and a 
further 25% social work or Psychology

(since 2010)

https://issuu.com/akaraka/docs/impact_report_manila_march_2016
http://akaraka.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Impact-Report-Manila-20160317.pdf


Inspire

change a life

Our AkarakA Inspires, mentor program is designed to 
enhance employability in the workplace.  Students who 
accept a scholarship from AkarakA can attend mentoring 
sessions in their city, conducted by volunteers mentors from 
within the local business community.

Through workshops and small group meetings students 
are able to attain the skills required to get, and keep a job,.  
Sessions offered might include; how to write a resume, what to 
expect from a job interview, public speaking and presentation 
skills, and career opportunities and expectations.
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Enhance Leadership Skills

Connect with your  Community

Expand your social  Network

mentor

Volunteering for AkarakA gives me a special sense of 
accomplishment, as my support to our AkarakA scholars 
contributes to their chances to reach a better future, which 
otherwise they might not have. On a regular basis, I organise 
workshops and group activities to complement their studies 
with life skills, so to enhance their readiness for starting a 
new rewarding professional career, as well as being able to 
give back to other disadvantaged young adults.
Andreas Michel - Mentor

the ability to work well with others,
Phnom Penh based based planner, Anussa, conducted a mentoring session in January, 2016 
with a focus on team building, and working cooperateively.

encouraging lateral thinking.
A mentoring session led by Price Waterhouse for incoming Engineering students at ITC, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia encouraged creative design from simple objects.

Fostering a sense of community,
We work closely with our partners, and encourage 
community service in our scholarship recipients.  In July 
2015, sponsored students from Lihuk Panaghiusa, in Cebu 
celebrated the organisations’ 20th anniversary by cleaning 
a polluted waterway and planting mangroves.

“



changing
lives/manila

Learn More
Available to read online or download.

MARIEFE 
PICID

For more information about our programs and 
partners, and interviews with scholars in Singapore, 
read our September 2015 Impact Report.

The only child of an unemployed single mother with 
chronic medical issues, Pan Liang had a troubled 
upbringing.  Placement in a boarding home as a 
teen provided the stability he needed to excel, and 
he suddenly found a love for academics, in particular 
science and technology. 

Pan Liang enrolled at a local Polytechnic, and studied 
Chemical Engineering, with an AkarakA scholarship 
covering his tuition fees.  His is currently enrolled in 
the army completing his compulsary National Service.

School:  Ngee Ann Polytechnic/ Partner: Boy’s Town

Cost of sponsorship : S$ 7,500

Studied : Chemistry and Biomolecular Engineering

Current Occupation: Serving National Service

With a love of literature and history, and a highly driven 
nature Desiree had high aspirations as a young student.  
Unfortunately she suffered some set backs in her early 
teens that set her off course, and soon found herself 
struggling  academically.  

She dropped out of school, and decided to try an 
industry internship at the Law Society.  She thrived in 
this environment, and was offered a full-time position.  

Desiree now uses and AkarakA scholarship to support 
her part-time study, towards her Diploma in Law.  She 
aspires to move onto a full degree course in Family and 
Criminal Law on graduation.

Cost of sponsorship : S$ 2,500

Studied : Diploma in Law

Current Occupation: Executive Officer, Law Society

Learn More
Available to read online or download.

For more information about our programs and 
partners, and interviews with scholars in the 
Philppines, read our March 2016 Impact Report.

Marvel finished high school and took on an assortment 
of jobs, from vending street food to working as a pest 
control agent, unable to afford further education that 
would increase his career prospects. 

Seven years later he came to the attention of an NGO 
that encouraged him to apply for a scholarship from 
De La Salle - College of St. Benilde, where he then 
took up AB Animation. While the university covered his 
tuition, AkarakA stepped in to provide support for his 
other expenses. 

De La Salle – College of St. Benilde

Cost of sponsorship : S$4,000.00
 
Studied : AB Animation

Current Occupation: Award Winning Animator

MARVEL
OBEMIO

changing
lives/singapore

LEE 
PAN LIANG

DESIREE 
OOI

From Caloocan City, Philippines, Marieffe (Mafe) 
used an AkarakA scholarship to support her 
studies at De La Salle - College of Benilde.  She 
completed her degree, a Bachelor of Science, 
Business Administration with a major in Human 
Resource Management, in three and a half years 
and is now employed by St Lukes Hospital in the 
Human Resources Department.

De La Salle – College of St. Benilde

Cost of sponsorship : S$4,000.00
 
Studied : BS Business Administration/HR

Current Occupation: Human Resources

https://issuu.com/akaraka/docs/sg_impact_report_sep2015_for_issuu
http://akaraka.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/SGImpact-Report-SEP2015.pdf
https://issuu.com/akaraka/docs/impact_report_manila_march_2016
http://akaraka.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Impact-Report-Manila-20160317.pdf


Finances
Octoberfest Sabine  Wenter and Reinhard Klemmer

AkarakA was the beneficiary 
of a Casino Royale themed 
gala event organanised by 
volunteer Jeanette Seng.  

Held on March 18th, 2016 at 
Artemis, in Singapore, this 
glamourous event raised 
$78,046.11

Casino Royale Gala Jeanette Seng

Thank-you!
On behalf of the management team 
at Akaraka, we would like to thank 
the donors and volunteers who make 
our programs possible. Over the past 
six years AkarakA has awarded 324 
scholarships to students who may 
have had to give up to give up their 
educational dreams  Thank you for 
helping to change lives.

We are most thankful the the following 
volunteers who organised private 
fundraising events and donated the 
proceeds to AkarakA.

To make a donation, 
or organize and event 
that supports student 
scholarships contact us 
today!
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AkarakA was the beneficiary 
of a Casino Royale themsed 
gala event organanised by 
volunteer Jeanette Seng.  

Held on March 18th, 2016 at 
Artemis, in Singapore, this 
glamourous event raised over 
$80,000.

Casino Royale Gala Jeanette Seng

Thank-you!
On behalf of the management team 
at Akaraka, we would like to thank 
the donors and volunteers who make 
our programs possible. Over the past 
six years AkarakA has awarded 324 
scholarships to students who may 
have had to give up to give up their 
educational dreams  Thank you for 
helping to change lives.

We are most thankful the the following 
volunteers who organised private 
fundraising events and donated the 
proceeds to AkarakA.

For the third consecutive year, 
AkarakA volunteers Sabine Wenter 
and Reinhard Klemmer opened their 
lovely home to their close friends and 
AkarakA on 11th October 2014 and 
hosted all to a sumptuous feast of 
traditional German food and beer with 
champagne and wine. 

To make a donation, 
or organize and event 
that supports student 
scholarships contact us 
today!

For the third consecutive year, 
AkarakA volunteers Sabine Wenter 
and Reinhard Klemmer opened their 
lovely home to their close friends and 
AkarakA on 3rd October 2015 and 
hosted all to a sumptuous feast of 
traditional German food and beer with 
champagne and wine. 

mailto:contact%20us?subject=info%40akaraka.org.sg
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Larry Medina
Director

Larry Medina has over twenty years 
of work experience in USA, Europe 
and Asia. He started his career as 
a Chemical Engineer working in the 
petroleum industry in Alaska. After 
five years, he went to Dartmouth 
College and attained a Masters of 

Business Administration in 1995. To gain international 
business experience, Larry then volunteered to work 
one year in Slovakia as part of the MBA Enterprise 
Corp. In 1996, he started a 17-year career progression 
in Finance, Accounting, Tax and Treasury with Hewlett-
Packard, Agilent, Avago Technologies, Symantec and 
Knowledge Universe. After careers in engineering and 
finance, he recently entered his third career and now 
works at Singapore Management University as a Career 
Advisor and Corporate Liaison. He has lived in Singapore 
for over thirteen years and has managed teams in China, 
India, Japan, Malaysia and Singapore.

In addition to the one year of volunteer work in Slovakia, 
he has been involved Singapore volunteer activities 
including the Youth Olympic Games and Thomson-Toa 
Payoh Grassroots. Having benefited from a university 
scholarship, Larry is a firm believer that education is the 
greatest gift a person can give to another. Because of 
this firm belief in education, he has been volunteering 
with AkarakA since February 2011.

Victor Yeo
Director

 
Victor Yeo is currently 
Associate Professor of 
Law, and Head of the 
Division of Business 
Law at the Nanyang 

Business School of Nanyang Technological 
University. His main areas of expertise are in 
corporate law and governance. He joined the 
University in 1992 after spending several years in 
private legal practice doing general commercial 
and corporate litigation at a leading law firm. He 
is concurrently also Associate Director with Aptus 
Law Corporation. He also has experience doing 
volunteer work for various charities as well as 
engaging in training and other consulting work for 
various not-for-profit organisations.

Having spent over twenty years with the University 
and having sat in an chaired various scholarship and 
bursary committees, Victor has had the opportunity 
to see first-hand how scholarships and bursaries 
have provided a much needed helping hand to 
students and their families as they pursue their 
aspirations to obtain a university degree.

Our Team
Akaraka was founded by a highly regarded and experienced team of senior executives with 
a breadth of knowledge and capabilities from diverse industries and regions. With a strong 
background in governance, financial and legal compliance our Board of Directors oversee every 
aspect of operations.

Elizabeth Baker
Director

Elizabeth Baker is currently Head of Actuarial 
Life for Comminsure Financial Services, based in 
Sydney, Australia. Her main areas of expertise are 
in the finance, insurance and actuarial fields. She 
is Australian and has worked for the past twenty 
years in financial services in a variety of countries 
including Australia, France, Japan and in Singapore. 
She also has experience doing volunteer work in a 
micro insurance organization in India.

Elizabeth has had the opportunity to mentor a 
number of students as part of her work in financial 
services. She appreciates how the types of financial 
and other assistance that Akaraka provides, can 
enable students to gain an education that will allow 
them to have a rewarding career.

Chizzy is the founder, majority owner and CEO 
of Nibiru Footwear Co. Pte, headquartered in 
Singapore, holding and operating franchise 
businesses from Bata Shoe Company across 
Western Africa. Until September 2013, he was 
the CEO of DHL Global Forwarding for Western 
Africa. He has also worked for 3M Company in 
Asia Pacific and Schlumberger in the Middle East 
– in various management positions. 

Chizzy, his wife, Franca and their 3 sons – have 
over the years supported different charities in their 
home countries Nigeria and Canada, as well as in 
Singapore. 

 B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

Administration

Rob is currently the CFO of Deutsche Bank, 
Asia Pacific and is a member of DB Group 
Finance Committee and the Asia Pacific Regional 
Executive Committee.  He has worked within the 
Financial Industry for over 26 years holding senior 
management positions in North America, Europe 
and Asia Pacific.

Volunteering with AkarakA these last 5 years 
has been extremely rewarding, working with this 
dedicated group of people to help enable bright 
young people to get an education and obtain 
employment beyond what they otherwise would 
be able to achieve.

Robert Vogtle
Director and Founder

Ruby Chan
Project Manager

Ruby Chan has ten years 
of experience working in 
the not-for-profit sector. 
She first started as a 
Senior Executive and 
progressed to Deputy 

Executive Director in a charitable organisation 
that champions youth development prior to 
joining AkarakA. In the course of her work, she 
has gained experience in designing programs 
and working with marginalized youths and young 
adults in areas of vocational training, capacity 
and character development. She managed both 
local and overseas youth development programs 
and she has also proven to be an exceptional 
crisis manager with all-rounded experience in 
the governance of a charity. Determined and 
dedicated to the cause of making a difference 
to the lives of the less privileged, Ruby believes 
that making education and fair-employment 
opportunities available to every youth seeking 
to change their life conditions is the key to break 
the cycle of poverty.

Chizoba (Chizzy) Nnamchi
Director and Founder
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